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Dear colleagues, dear friends,  
 
It is with great pleasure, but also a feeling of hope, that I welcome you today - to a focus session of the 
WHO Global Evidence-to-Policy Summit.  
 
We are at another critical point of COVID-19 resurgence. Europe is back at the epicentre of the 
pandemic, precisely where we were a year ago.  
 
The difference between today and 12 months ago - is that we know more, and we can do more. We 
have more tools and greater means to mitigate and reduce damage to communities and society overall. 
 
Nearly two years into the pandemic - I want to highlight three critical ingredients in a successful fight 
against COVID-19, building on WHO/Europe’s experience.  
 
The first critical ingredient - is trust.  
 
How effective we are in rolling out vaccines and implementing public and social measures depends on 
the degree to which people trust their leaders, governments and institutions. Most importantly, the 
extent to which people trust their health authorities’ decisions, actions and words. 
 
To quote the evidence review for the Pan-European Commission on Health and Sustainable 
Development; a multidisciplinary group of experts convened by WHO/Europe: “The challenge is that 
trust is difficult to build up and easy to lose”. 
 
One way to strengthen trust is to build policy decisions on science and evidence of what is known - not 
on opinions or what is hoped for. Even in the light of uncertainty, it is science with its rigorous scientific 
methods and processes that provides the greatest hope for credible, effective solutions to get out of 
this health crisis.  
 
It has not, and will not, be easy. Trust needs to be earned over time. Trust is a cornerstone, and a 
response that lacks it, will encounter hurdles.  
 
Throughout the pandemic, countries have faced — and still face — challenges in the process of using 
scientific evidence in political decisions, particularly in the context of limited and ever-evolving 
knowledge, the abundance of false information, as well as keeping up with the mutating virus itself.  
 
However, there is hope - hope being the second critical component. 
 
Science is the greatest hope for solving the complex questions raised by the pandemic. But hope is 
also generated through learning from our collective experiences of what has worked and what hasn’t.  
 

https://www.e2psummit2021.org/buildingonlessonslearnedfromcovid-19


Together we can be better prepared and ready to respond to the ongoing crisis, as well as future ones.  
 
During these three days of the Global Evidence-to-Policy Summit, organized by the Evidence Informed 
Policy Network, we have an opportunity to take stock of our experiences.  
 
We will be hearing some examples of processes, tools and collaboration in how to bridge evidence to 
policy, bring scientists closer to policy-makers, and learn valuable lessons on what could be done better 
and what still needs to be done.  
 

That brings me to the third component of a successful COVID-19 response - collaboration.  
 
Ultimately, we will only get through this pandemic if politicians, scientists, and the public work together. 
Simple as that. 
 
COVID-19 has been a wake-up call for better collaboration at the interface of science, policy and 
society. It has underscored the importance of inclusive, multisectoral collaboration that involves all 
relevant scientific disciplines. Far and wide, beyond borders. The threat is global, the response thus, 
needs to be global. 
 
We need to continue to bridge scientific and policy spaces for health and sustainable development. 
Effective networking is required between those who produce, translate, use, and communicate 
knowledge.  
 
This is simply vital, if we are to enable effective decisions informed by scientific evidence, and ensure 
stakeholder transparency and accountability. 
 
Moving forward, WHO/Europe is committed to working with partners to further improve and tailor 
support to countries in their journey for more evidence-informed decision-making. This is indeed, a 
principle of the European Programme of Work, “United Action for Better Health” that guides our 
collaboration with countries. 

I wish you a fruitful webinar and success in bridging evidence to decisions.  

Thank you.  

 
 


